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FOREWORD 

A YEAR OF GLOBAL PROGRESS FOR ANIMALS

Josef Pfabigan
President, WFA

When we founded the WFA, we knew animals needed a global
coalition. What we could not have foreseen was how much
would become possible - and how quickly. 

2025 SHOWED WHAT IS POSSIBLE WHEN THE GLOBAL
ANIMAL PROTECTION MOVEMENT ACTS TOGETHER. 

The inclusion of animal welfare in the Pandemics Treaty alone
would not have happened without such strong, skillful and
sustained efforts by FOUR PAWS, the WFA Secretariat, and our
members. My deep appreciation to every WFA colleague for
turning shared ambition into real-world impact.

This year also showed the need for global leadership, from WFA
and from each of us as members through the WFA. That means
building and sustaining the movement and the Federation,
holding long-term transformational ambitions, and modelling
egoless, impact-driven collaboration that is essential to achieve
the global transformation that animals need and deserve. That is
the WFA I am proud to serve as WFA president. 

James Yeates
CEO, WFA

When you take on a commitment, you do not always know how
well it will succeed. I’ll admit (now) how risky it felt joining WFA,
a start-up with very lean resources and very large ambitions: to
get animals represented in arenas specifically set up for human
interests, where animals have long been invisible. And doing it in
a way that brings our movement closer together, to be more
effective. 

So why has it worked? Three reasons. First, our members. From
leadership and advocates to communications, IT and finance,
members have supported WFA’s collective development.
Second, the Secretariat team. Small in number but exceptional in
ethos, skill, and collaboration. Third, because it has to work. The
world must get radically better for animals - and, in turn, for
people. It is a necessity we are determined to meet. 

The years to 2030 will be hard for international politics, for our
movement, and for animals. We will need to gather, focus, and
sustain more effort than ever. 

WE ARE READY 
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Pandemic Treaty  
13th Intergovernmental
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& WON FOR ANIMALS, IN 2025
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CHAMPIONING ANIMAL WELFARE

IN THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

Read more

Read more

We participated in the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on
Sustainable Development in July, advising governments negotiating
the HLPF Ministerial Declaration. The adopted Declaration called for
recognising the value of One Health, reinforcing the links between
human, animal, and ecosystem health.

The Governments of Colombia and Thailand joined WFA in co-
hosting an official side event on turning One Health into practice—
spotlighting animal welfare as a prevention tool for disease, stronger
food systems, and resilient ecosystems.

In 2025, WFA helped embed animal welfare in UN thinking on sustainable development. 

P A G E  2

https://wfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/SDG14-Factsheet-Aquatic-Food-Systems-Animal-Welfare.pdf
https://wfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/SDG14-Factsheet-Animal-Welfare-Ocean-Biodiversity-Conservation.pdf
https://wfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Fact-Sheet-3-Noncommunicable-Diseases-3.pdf
https://wfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Fact-Sheet-1-Communicable-Disease-3.pdf
https://wfa.org/advancing-animal-welfare-at-the-un-general-assembly/
https://wfa.org/hlpf-2025/
https://wfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/HLPF-flyer-for-web-and-socials.png
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